
Coraline Theme Analysis Worksheet 

Instructions: Analyze the following themes in Coraline. Use specific examples from the text to 

support your answers. 

Appearance vs. Reality 

1.​ How does the appearance of the Other World differ from Coraline’s real world? 

2.​ Find an example of how something seems different than it really is in the story. How 

does this add to the suspense or mystery? 

3.​ How does Coraline learn to question appearances throughout the story? 

4.​ What role does the contrast between appearance and reality play in developing the 

overall atmosphere of the story? 

5.​ How does this theme relate to the idea of trust and deception in the novel? 

Parental Relationships 

1.​ How does Coraline’s relationship with her parents compare to her relationship with the 

Other Mother and Father? 

2.​ What role do parental figures play in shaping Coraline’s character and decisions? 

3.​ How do the relationships in the book explore the complexities of family and love? 

4.​ How does the dynamic between Coraline and her parents contribute to the overall 

conflict of the story? 

5.​ What does the novel suggest about the importance of genuine connection and 

communication within families? 

Isolation and Loneliness 

1.​ How does Coraline feel isolated or lonely at the beginning of the story? 

2.​ How does the Other World initially seem to address Coraline’s feelings of isolation? 

3.​ Does the Other World truly solve Coraline’s loneliness? Why or why not? 

4.​ How does Coraline’s experience with isolation contribute to her personal growth and 

development? 

5.​ What role does friendship play in combating feelings of isolation in the story? 



Temptation and Consequences 

1.​ Describe the tempting offer the Other Mother makes to Coraline. 

2.​ What are the potential consequences of Coraline accepting the Other Mother’s offer? 

3.​ How does Coraline demonstrate bravery and resourcefulness in resisting temptation? 

4.​ What role does free will play in the face of temptation in the novel? 

5.​ How does the theme of temptation relate to the overall moral of the story? 

Power and Control 

1.​ How does the Other Mother exert power and control over Coraline and the Other World? 

2.​ How does Coraline challenge the power structures in the story? 

3.​ What are the consequences of power imbalances in the novel? 

4.​ How does the theme of power and control relate to the concept of agency? 

5.​ What message does the novel convey about the importance of resisting oppressive 

forces? 
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