The Beloam’s Bestiary and Reliquary
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Step into the Other World’s
twisted character selection screen. | Mission: Deciphering the
Who are the monsters waiting in uncanny characters and
the dark, and what do their cursed artifacts of Neil
transformations teach us about Gaiman’s Coraline.

Gothic Horror?
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The Metamorphosm Matrix

The Cabaret of the Damned: Spink and ForcibIe
The Real World - The Other Wﬁrld
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A perpetual, never-ending performance for
anthropomorphic bat-like dogs.
The Horrific Truth: Their final form is a pair of
conjoined twins trapped forever inside an egg-sac
on the theater wall, forced to gquard a stulen soul.
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Retired actresses living in dusty memories. Harmlessly
eccentric. Their dogs are just ordinary aging pets. They
warn Coraline and give her the protective adder stone.
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The performance that never ends.
Discussion: Why is eternal youth and a never-ending show actually
a horrific nightmare rather than a dream come true?
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The Metamorphosm Matrlx

The Maestro of the Damned: Mr ‘Bobo’s Descent
_The Real Wor_ld The Other World

His mause circus is corrupted into a swarm of dancing rats
singing creepy, unsettling songs.
The Horrific Truth: He is not a real person; he is an empty
shell made entirely of rats. When he fails the Beldam, he
literally falls apart into a s::urrylng nightmare.
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: Why does his mouse circus turn into a rat nightmare?
Discussion: How does the Beldam take things Coraline finds slightly
weird in the real world and turn them into pure Gothic terror?
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The “Crazy Old Man Upstairs.” Smells of pipe tobacco and
sharp cheeses. He brings warnings from the mice: “Do not go
through the door." He constantly misidentifies Coraline,

reflecting her frustration of being ignored in reality.
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The Crumbling Copy: The Tragedy of the Other Father

1. The Perfect Trap 2. The Hesitant Puppet 3. The Grub-Like Creature

Created to be everything Coraline's Admits he cannot talk to her without the Punished by the Beldam for revealing too
real father is not—attentive, fun, Beldam's influence. He is secretly sad much. Transfigured into a grub monster
and free from work. and nervous. He warns Coraline to flee, and forced to trap Coraline. Coraline must
defying his creator. blind his remaining eye to escape.
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Is he a villain or another victim? \

Discussion: The Beldam cannot truly create; she can only copy
and twist. What does the Other Father’s punishment tell us
about the Beldam's idea of “love™? l
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Lured in a different era. Implies a fairy-like innocence Represents the leng history of the
Whispers help to Coraline from trapped by the spider (the Beldam). = Beldam's hunger. They lend their ghostly
, the dark space. strength to help close the door.

HIE “She stole our hearts, and she stole our souls, and she took our lives away.” i
v They were fed upon until they became nothing more than “snakeskins and spider husks.”

The ‘spider husks’ of those who came before.
Discussion: Why do you think Neil Gaiman makes these children |
from completely different periods in history? /



Relic Stat Cards

Artifacts of the Uncanny: When the Familiar Turns
| Relic: | Relic: | &/
The Snowglobe 1| B~ The Severed Hand

Status Effect: Imprisonment 1| Status Effect: Relentless
Pursuit

Gothic Lore: A classic example | R Be :
of the Uncanny (Das 7 97 () Z I Gothic Lore: Amputated by

Unheimliche). A comforting 1>77 4| 788\ S the door shutting. It operates
household decoration : Y E \ & with independent, terrifying
twisted into a literal prison for | (L. I ™ animation.

Coraline's parents. The '; y It represents the Beldam's
ultimate horror of realizing ' refusal to let go and mimics a
your safe home is a trap. scuttling spider.
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_ Freud called this “The Uﬁténny"—wﬁénlaumefhing you see every
day suddenly becomes deeply creepy. What ordinary objects in your room
would make the scariest cursed relics?
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\ The Proposition

“We want you to stay. And it's just a
little thing."

The Other Mother offers Coraline
everything she could ever want:
delicious food, attentive parents, and
endless toys.

1. Windows to the Void
In literature, eyes are the “windows
to the soul.” Covering them with
coins or replacing them means
giving up your humanity.

The price of a perfect world.
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Gothic Analysis

2. The Automaton

By losing her eyes, Coraline would
become just another mindless
doll or puppet in the Beldam's

endless playtime.

Deep Dive: The Price of a Perfect World

The Cost

To stay, Coraline must allow buttons
to be sewn over her eyes with a long
silver needle.

3. Loss of Identity

It is the ultimate erasure of who
Coraline is. A warning against
giving up your independence just
to be comfortable.
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. B Gothic Function
_ (Why it scares us)

The Cnrruptin of Innocence. Turning Whih‘lSiCE'f
eccentric neighbors into bodily horror and endless

S Nightmares. §

‘] " The Automaton / The Puppet. Shows the |
terrifying reality of being created only to serve
‘" a monster, with no free will of your own.

. The Cautionary Tale. A classic Gothic warning
= of what happens to children who succumb to
| = temptation and fake love. %%

' a"::": bluﬁuns sewn - Loss of the Soul. The ultimate fear of losing
it ckin = I8 your identity, humanity, and independence in 3
kil |- ¢ exchange for a ‘perfect’ illusion.

' Endless cabaret twins /.
Ewa rm of singing rats ‘
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R Gothic horror doesn’t justwant to scare you with.monsters; r
/ — ittluses monsters to'a_s"I‘("what* Fn"n'é%‘nﬁ?ﬁ't?human. __,f/'f/
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