
Name: _______________________________      Date:____________________ 

 

How do I analyze photographs? 
 

Write everything you can think of regarding the photograph. 
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/veterans-support-the-black-lives-matter-tour#/  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

** Circle an indications of emotion and underline details ** 
PHOTO: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fat_acceptance_movement#/media/File:LA2-vx06-konsthallen-skulptur.jpg   

Make an exhaustive list of 
details in the photograph. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

What overall impressions do you 
have looking at the photograph? 

 
Does it draw any particular 
emotion for you? 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Describe the color used in the 
photograph.  
 

Are there sharp contrasts?  
 
Does the photographer use 

color at all? Why or why not? 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

What background knowledge do 
you bring to your interpretation 

of the photograph?  
 
(this can be anything from 

historical context to facial 
expressions) 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Given all these details and your 
own background knowledge, 
what is the photographer’s tone 

toward the subject matter? 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

What message is the 
photographer trying to 

communicate to the person 
looking at the photograph? 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

PHOTO: https://allthatsinteresting.com/influential-photographs#5 

Make an exhaustive list of 

details in the photograph. 

 

 
 

https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/veterans-support-the-black-lives-matter-tour#/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fat_acceptance_movement#/media/File:LA2-vx06-konsthallen-skulptur.jpg
https://allthatsinteresting.com/influential-photographs#5


 
 
 

 
 

What overall impressions do you 

have looking at the photograph? 
 
Does it draw any particular 

emotion for you? 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Describe the color used in the 
photograph.  
 

Are there sharp contrasts?  
 
Does the photographer use 

color at all? Why or why not? 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

What background knowledge do 

you bring to your interpretation 
of the photograph?  
 

(this can be anything from 
historical context to facial 
expressions) 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Given all these details and your 
own background knowledge, 
what is the photographer’s tone 

toward the subject matter? 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

What message is the 

photographer trying to 
communicate to the person 
looking at the photograph? 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CDW: Pick 1 of the 3 photographs examined today and write a short analysis paragraph. The topic sentence should be a 
debatable idea about the photographer’s purpose, and the paragraph must include specific details from the image and analysis 
of the ways in which the referenced details help the photographer achieve his or her purpose. Minimum of 5 sentences.  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Trade your paragraph with a peer, ask them to identify and complete the following: 

 Notes about... Suggestions for improvement  

Claim  
 
 
 
 

 

Data  
 
 
 
 

 

Warrant  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Reflect on your paragraph -- what is it missing? What would make it better? 

(anything from content to punctuation to grammar and word choice)  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Name: _______________________________      Date:____________________ 

 

How do I analyze political cartoons?
political cartoon, a drawing (often including caricature) 
made for the purpose of conveying editorial commentary on 
politics, politicians, and current events. 
(https://www.britannica.com/topic/political-cartoon) 
 
 
 

satire, artistic form, chiefly literary and dramatic, in  
which human or individual vices, follies, abuses, or 
shortcomings are held up to censure by means of ridicule, 
derision, burlesque, irony, parody, caricature, or other 
methods, sometimes with an intent to inspire social reform. 
(https://www.britannica.com/art/satire)

https://www.britannica.com/art/drawing-art
https://www.britannica.com/art/caricature-and-cartoon
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/conveying
https://www.britannica.com/topic/political-cartoon
https://www.britannica.com/art/satire


Write everything you can think of regarding the political cartoon. Groundhog Day in America 

 
 
 
 
 
 

** Circle an indications of emotion and underline details ** 
Untitled 

 

What is the setting of the 

cartoon?  
 
Include time period, political 

atmosphere, and physical 
surroundings. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Who are the characters in the 
cartoon? 
 

If wearing labels, how do the 
labels identify the characters? 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Make notes about the details in 
the cartoon such as facial 
expressions, caricature 

elements (like extra large hands 
or ears), character interactions 
with objects (like an elephant 

holding a dollar bill), signs, and 
labels.  

 
 

What background knowledge do 

you bring to your interpretation 
of the cartoon?  
 
(this can be anything from 

historical context to facial 
expressions) 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Given all these details and your 

own background knowledge, 
what is the cartoonist’s tone 
toward the subject matter? 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

What message is the artist 

trying to communicate to the 
person looking at the cartoon? 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Cage Match 

What is the setting of the 

cartoon?  
 
Include time period, political 

atmosphere, and physical 
surroundings. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Who are the characters in the 
cartoon? 
 

If wearing labels, how do the 
labels identify the characters? 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



Make notes about the details in 
the cartoon such as facial 
expressions, caricature 

elements (like extra large hands 
or ears), character interactions 
with objects (like an elephant 

holding a dollar bill), signs, and 
labels.  

 
 

What background knowledge do 

you bring to your interpretation 
of the cartoon?  
 

(this can be anything from 
historical context to facial 
expressions) 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Given all these details and your 

own background knowledge, 
what is the cartoonist’s tone 
toward the subject matter? 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

What message is the artist 
trying to communicate to the 
person looking at the cartoon? 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
CDW: Pick 1 of the 3 political cartoons examined today and write a short analysis paragraph The topic sentence should be a 
debatable idea about the artist's purpose, and the paragraph must include specific details from the image and analysis of the 
ways in which the referenced details help the artist achieve his or her purpose. Minimum of 5 sentences.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Trade your paragraph with a peer, ask them to identify and complete the following: 



 Notes about... Suggestions for improvement  

Claim  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Data  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Warrant  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Reflect on your paragraph -- what is it missing? What would make it better  

(anything from content to punctuation to grammar and word choice)  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


