Media Literacy Stations: How to Judge the News

Station 1: Design a Process
WHAT: Design a 5-step process to evaluate news. You can use all the resources from previous work, but also, your own ideas. Each step must include a justification/reason  that explains its purpose.

HOW: Discuss this with your peers at your station, but make sure to write down your answers below

	
Step 1




	
Justification for Step 1

	
Step 2




	
Justification for Step 2

	
Step 3




	
Justification for Step 3

	
Step 4




	
Justification for Step 4

	
Step 5




	
Justification for Step 5

	
Could you anticipate any problems in this 5-step process your group created? What would they be? 















Station 2: Your Feed

WHAT: Go to your social media (facebook, instagram, snapchat) and find an article, and then fill out the chart below.

HOW: Work with peers at your station to find the best (or even easiest) article on someone’s social media make sure to write down your answers below.

	Where did you find the article?



	Title: 


	Author:

	Summary (1-2 sentences)





	Is it a real or fake article? 





	Justification


	It is bias?





	Justification


	Is it high quality or low quality?





	Justification


	Is it share-worthy?




	Justification




→ Do you believe social media is a reliable place to find news? Explain your answer. 
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WHAT: Read The First Amendment of The United States Constitution and answer the questions that follow.

HOW: Read and make any necessary annotations and then discuss with the peers at your station, but make sure to write down your answers below.

Article [I] (Amendment 1 - Freedom of expression and religion) 13
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.
Below is from https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/first_amendment to HELP you understand. 
First Amendment: An Overview
The First Amendment of the United States Constitution protects the right to freedom of religion and freedom of expression from government interference. It prohibits any laws that establish a national religion, impede the free exercise of religion, abridge the freedom of speech, infringe upon the freedom of the press, interfere with the right to peaceably assemble, or prohibit citizens from petitioning for a governmental redress of grievances. It was adopted into the Bill of Rights in 1791. The Supreme Court interprets the extent of the protection afforded to these rights. The First Amendment has been interpreted by the Court as applying to the entire federal government even though it is only expressly applicable to Congress. Furthermore, the Court has interpreted the Due Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment as protecting the rights in the First Amendment from interference by state governments. 
Freedom of Speech / Freedom of the Press
The most basic component of freedom of expression is the right of freedom of speech. The right to freedom of speech allows individuals to express themselves without government interference or regulation. The Supreme Court requires the government to provide substantial justification for the interference with the right of free speech where it attempts to regulate the content of the speech. Generally, a person cannot be held liable, either criminally or civilly for anything written or spoken about a person or topic, so long as it is truthful or based on an honest opinion, and such statements.
A less stringent test is applied for content-neutral legislation. The Supreme Court has also recognized that the government may prohibit some speech that may cause a breach of the peace or cause violence. For more on unprotected and less protected categories of speech see advocacy of illegal action, fighting words, commercial speech and obscenity. The right to free speech includes other mediums of expression that communicate a message. The level of protection speech receives also depends on the forum in which it takes place.   

Despite popular misunderstanding the right to freedom of the press guaranteed by the First Amendment is not very different from the right to freedom of speech. It allows an individual to express themselves through publication and dissemination. It is part of the constitutional protection of freedom of expression. It does not afford members of the media any special rights or privileges not afforded to citizens in general.


1. What basic rights are guaranteed? 



2. Why do you think they are important to everyone? 



3. What is freedom? 


4. What responsibilities go along with freedom? 


5. How could freedom of the press be threatened? 


6. Who could threaten it? 


7. Can you think of events in which freedom of the press is being threatened today

                                          Station 4: A ProposalTHIS STATION CAN ONLY BE COMPLETED AFTER FINISHING STATIONS 1-3

WHAT: Write a proposal to your generation about how to solve this crisis of fake, bias, and poor quality news. 

HOW: Using the resources from this unit and the stations you have previously completed, individually, write a grammatically correct proposal. Length requirement = 250 – 300 words.  (Hint! I would state the problem and write in 3rd person). 
Brainstorming

Draft
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