Worksheet: Persuasive Essay Power-Up
Part 1: Argument Analysis

Choose one of the following topics (or one your teacher provides):

1. Should mobile phones be allowed in classrooms?

2. The importance of environmental conservation.

e Write down your stance on the topic (your thesis statement).
e List three strong arguments to support your position.

e For each argument, provide at least one piece of evidence (fact, statistic, example).
Part 2: Persuasive Techniques

Read the following paragraph and identify examples of persuasive techniques used:

"Imagine a world where students are more engaged, teachers are less stressed, and
families have more quality time together. This isn't a fantasy; it's the potential reality of a
four-day school week. A longer weekend provides students with crucial opportunities for
rest and rejuvenation, leading to improved focus and academic performance.
Furthermore, teachers can utilize that extra day for professional development, lesson
planning, and grading, ultimately enhancing the quality of instruction. Opponents might
argue that a shorter week means less learning time. However, studies have shown that a
condensed schedule can actually lead to increased efficiency and better time
management in the classroom, maximizing learning within the available hours. Therefore,
the shift to a four-day school week isn't just a change in schedule; it's an investment in
the well-being of students, the effectiveness of teachers, and the strength of our
communities.”



Here's a breakdown of the persuasive techniques used in this paragraph:

Hook: "Imagine a world..." (Appeals to the reader's imagination and desires)
Transition: "Furthermore..." (Adds another supporting argument)
Counterargument and Rebuttal: "Opponents might argue...However, studies have
shown..." (Addresses the opposing viewpoint and provides evidence to refute it)
Call to action (implied): The paragraph ends with a strong statement emphasizing
the positive impact of the four-day school week, encouraging the reader to
support this change.

Strong word choices: Words like "crucial,” "enhanced,” "ultimately,” and
"investment" add weight and impact to the argument.



